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Thus the bottle is charged with its own lire, no other 
■eing to be had while the glafs plate is under the culhion 

, ? ' n§ COrk balls % flaxen breads to the prime con- 

dudorj then touch the coating of the bottle, and they 
will be electrified and recede from each other. 

For juft as much fire as you give the coating, fo much 
is difcharged through the wire upon the prime conductor, 
whence the cork balls receive an electrical atmofphere. But 

1 ake a wire bent in the form of a C, with a ftick of 
wax fixed to the outfide of the curve, to hold it by ; and 
apply one end of this wire to the coating, and the other at 
the fame time to the prime conductor, the phial will be 
difcharged ; and if the balls are not electrified before the 
difcharge, neither will they appear to be fo after the dif- 
charge, for they will not repel each other. 

Now if the fire difcharged from the infide furface of 
the bottle through its wire, remained on the prime con- 
ductor, the balls would be electrified and recede from 
each other. 

If the phial really exploded at both ends, and difchar- 
ged fire from both coating and wire, the balls would be 
more electrified and recede farther : for none of the fire 
can efcape, the wax handle preventing. 

But if the fire, with which the infide furface is furchar- 
ged, be fo much precifely as is wanted by the outfide fur- 
face, it will pafs round through the wire fixed to the wax 

handle. 


Letters on Electricity. 

handle, reftore the equilibrium in the glafs, and make ..o 
alteration in the ftate of the prime conductor. 

Accordingly we find, that if the prime conductor be e- 
ieCtrified, and the cork balls in a ftate of repellency before 
the bottle is^iarged, they continue fo afterwards. If not, 
they are not eleCtrified by that difcharge, 

CORRECTIONS and ADDITIONS 

to the Preceding Papers. 

P AGE 2, SeCt. i. We fince find, that the fire in 
the bottle is not contained in the non-eleCtric, but 
in the glafs. All that is after faid of the top and bottom of 
the bottle, is true of the infide and outfide furfaces, and 
fhould have been fo expreffed. See SeB. 16, p.^t6. 

Page 6, Line 13. The equilibrium will foon be re- 
ftored but filently, See. This muft have been a miftake. 
When the bottle is full charged, the crooked wire cannot 
well be brought to touch the top and bottom fo quick, 
but that there will be a loud fpark ; unlefs the points be 
fharp, without loops. 

Ibid, line ult. Outfide : add, fuch moifture continuing 
up to the cork or wire. 

Page 12, line 14. By candle-light See. From fome 
oofervations fince made, I am inclined to think, that it is 
not the light, but the fmoke or non-eleCtric effluvia from 

the 


